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Introduction 



This Bible study tool is a combination of pages from the Open American Standard Version 
(OASV). These have been chosen for two reasons. This work is in the public domain which makes it 
easy to provide freely without charge. Secondly, it is easy to read and is rich in content. The fact that it 
is in the public domain does not distract from the value it will provide in the study of the scripture. 

About the Open American Standard Version 

There are already many good translations of the Holy Bible into contemporary English. 
Unfortunately, almost all of them are restricted by copyright and copyright holder policy. This restricts 
publication and republication of God's Word in many ways, such as in downloadable files on the Internet, 
use of extensive quotations in books, etc. The Open American Standard Version was commissioned by 
God in response to prayer about this subject. 



Because the Open American Standard Version is in the Public Domain (not copyrighted), it can be 
freely copied, distributed, and redistributed without any payment of royalties. You don't even have to ask 
permission to do so. You may publish the whole Open American Standard Version in book form, bind it in 
leather and sell it. You may incorporate it into your Bible study software. You may make and distribute 
audio recordings of it. You may broadcast it. All you have to do is maintain the integrity of God's Word 
before God, and reserve the name "Open American Standard" for faithful copies of this translation. 

The Open American Standard Version is an update of the American Standard Version (ASV) of the 
Holy Bible, published in 1901. A custom computer program updated the archaic words and word forms to 
contemporary equivalents, and then a team of volunteers proofread and updated the grammar. The New 
Testament was updated to conform to the Majority Text reconstruction of the original Greek 
manuscripts, thus taking advantage of the superior access to manuscripts that we have now compared 
to when the original ASV was translated. The style of the Open American Standard Version, while fairly 
literally translated, is in informal, spoken English. The Open American Standard Version is designed to 
sound good and be accurate when read aloud. It is not formal in its language, just as the original Greek 
of the New Testament was not formal. The OASV uses contractions rather freely. 
The Open American Standard Version doesn't capitalize pronouns pertaining to God. The original 
manuscripts made no such distinction, Hebrew has no such thing as upper and lower case, and the 
original Greek manuscripts were written in all upper case letters. Attempting to add in such a distinction 
raises some difficulties in translating dual-meaning Scriptures such as the coronation psalms. The Open 
American Standard Version main edition translates God's Proper Name in the Old Testament as 
"Yahweh." 



With all of the above and some other places where lack of clarity in the original manuscripts has 
led to multiple possible readings, significant variants are listed in footnotes. The reading that in our 
prayerful judgment is best is in the main text. Overall, the Open American Standard Version isn't very 
much different than several other good contemporary English translations of the Holy Bible. The 
message of Salvation through Jesus Christ is still the same. The point of this translation was not to be 
very different (except for legal status), but to update the ASV for readability while retaining or improving 
the accuracy of that well-respected translation and retaining the public domain status of the ASV. 




Paul's First Letter to Timothy 



1st Timothy 
Chapter 1 

1 Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ according 
to the commandment of God our Savior and 
the Lord Jesus Christ- our hope; 2 to 
Timothy, my true child in faith: Grace, 
mercy, and peace, from God our Father and 
Christ Jesus our Lord. 

J As I urged you when I was going into 
Macedonia, stay at Ephesus that you might 
command certain men not to teach a 
different doctrine, 4 and not to pay attention 
to myths and endless genealogies, which 
cause disputes, rather than God's 

stewardship, which is in faith — 5 but the goal 
of this command is love, out of a pure heart 
and a good conscience and sincere 
faith, 6 from which things some, having 
missed the mark, have turned away to vain 
talking, 7 desiring to be teachers of the law, 
though they understand neither what they 
say, nor about what they strongly 
affirm. 8 But we know that the law is good, if 
a person uses it lawfully, 9 as knowing this, 
that law is not made for a righteous person, 
but for the lawless and insubordinate, for 
the ungodly and sinners, for the unholy and 
profane, for murderers of fathers and 
murderers of mothers, for manslayers, 10 for 
the sexually immoral, for homosexuals, for 
slave-traders, for liars, for perjurers, and for 
any other thing contrary to the sound 
doctrine, 11 according to the Good News of 
the glory of the blessed God, which was 
committed to my trust. 

12 1 thank him who enabled me, Christ Jesus 
our Lord, because he counted me faithful, 
appointing me to service; 13 although I used 
to be a blasphemer, a persecutor, and 
insolent. However, I obtained mercy, 
because I did it ignorantly in unbelief. 14 The 
grace of our Lord abounded exceedingly 
with faith and love which is in Christ 
Jesus. 15 The saying is faithful and worthy of 
all acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into 
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